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Meeting Program:
Todd Merendino will be speaking at our January
9 meeting. He will be discussing “Conservation
Efforts of Ducks Unlimited in Texas.”
Todd Merendino grew up in the rice fields and
marshes of southeast Texas, graduating from
Hardin-Jefferson High School. Todd has a B.S. in
Wildlife Management and an M.S. in Wildlife
Science from Texas Tech University, and a Ph.D.
in Zoology from the University of Western
Ontario.
In pursuit of his formal education and during his
employment, Todd has been able to work in the
waterfowl wintering grounds of Texas, the
breeding grounds of Canada's prairie pothole
region, and the farmlands and boreal forest areas

of Central Ontario. Todd is currently the Manager of Conservation Programs for Ducks Unlimited
in Texas and oversees DU's conservation efforts on private lands and public lands in Texas,
Oklahoma, and New Mexico.
Todd previously worked with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as a project leader of the
Central Coast Wetlands Ecosystem Project, and oversaw habitat management, research, and public
hunting activities on state-owned Wildlife Management Areas along the middle Texas Coast.
He has enjoyed the opportunity to get paid to "play" in the mud and water, as his dad likes to say.
Be sure to come early for our “Birder’s Chat” time. If you have any questions call President Gary
Holmes at 281-576-0574 or e-mail him at geholmes52@gmail.com
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Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2019
The Lower Trinity Valley Bird Club met Thursday, December 12, 2019, at the First Liberty National Bank
Corner in Liberty, Texas. President Gary Holmes called the meeting to order at 6:30PM. Fourteen members
were present. Barbara Tilton made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2019, meeting as
published in the December 2019 Wood Duck #246. Carl Poldrack seconded, all agreed, and the motion was
approved.
Treasurer’s Report: The checking account balance is $1,884.48. We had receipts of $20.00 for keychains,
$275.00 for duck stamps and $110.00 for owl boxes. We had expenses of $251.70 for the website and $56.00
for the post office box. The David Dauphin savings account balance is $1,476.68.
Old Business:
• The Laredo Birding Festival trip will be February 5-8, 2020. Be sure to sign up early for trips.
• Friends Environment Education Program (FEEP) was accepted for funding. Please check the December
Newsletter for information on this program.
• Champion Lake Lodge Renovation has begun. Gary will be sending out e-mails listing work dates for the
lodge renovation.
New Business:
• Margo Taylor has volunteered to be the club’s Chronicler.
• Stuart Marcus made a motion to donate $250.00 to the Texas Ornithological Society. Barbara Tilton
seconded, all agreed, and the motion was approved.
• We will leave for the Arizona trip on May 22. We will start birding in Arizona the afternoon of May 23.
This is not a hummingbird trip. We will be looking for owls, nightjars, flycatchers, etc. Please contact
Shelli Ellerbe for more information if you are interested in going.
• December Field Trips – Various Christmas Bird Counts. Check the December Newsletter for the listing of
2019-2020 Christmas Bird Counts.
Speaker Presentation: Gary Holmes gave a wonderful presentation of the 2019 LTVBC Big Bend National Park
Adventure. There were lots of great pictures and stories from the trip.
Door prizes were given by Barbara Tilton and Lisa Holmes. They were won by Denise Barkis and Barbara
Tilton.
Since there was no more new or old business to discuss, Margo Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Shelli Ellerbe seconded, all agreed, and the meeting was adjourned.
Renie O’Connor, Secretary

It’s time to pay your club dues for the 2020 year.
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President’s Report
By Gary Holmes
Hello Bird Club:
Wow, a new Decade of Birding is upon us.
Now would be a good time to start ebirding in 2020! eBird is a great way to find more birds and
keep track of your bird lists, photos, and sounds. (see page 6).
We had an enjoyable December meeting with great food and wonderful stories of our 2019 Big
Bend Trip. We appreciate everyone who brought the food. We will hear the Christmas Bird Count
reports at the January meeting. Our speaker for January is Todd Merendino, Ph.D., Ducks
Unlimited Manager of Conservation Programs – TX/OK/NM. Ducks Unlimited is now the world's
largest and most effective private waterfowl and wetlands conservation organization. (see page 4)

Sunrise at Cattail Marsh
On the January 11, 2020 field trip, we will visit Cattail Marsh and the new Cattail Marsh
Wetlands Education Center in Beaumont. The boardwalk is a wonderful place to get up-close to
hundreds of ducks and marsh birds. Five Cinnamon Teal were seen on December 30, 2019. Click
for checklist. https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1076700

I hope to see everyone at the December meeting and field trip. We will have a great
presentation and good friends … Bring a guest!!
See you on Thursday,

Gary
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The vision of Ducks Unlimited is wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with
waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever.
https://www.ducks.org/

Ducks Unlimited is the world's leader in wetlands and waterfowl
conservation.
DU got its start in 1937 during the Dust Bowl when North America's drought
-plagued waterfowl populations had plunged to unprecedented lows.
Determined not to sit idly by as the continent's waterfowl dwindled beyond
recovery, a small group of sportsmen joined together to form an organization
that became known as Ducks Unlimited.

Ducks Unlimited Mission:
Ducks Unlimited conserves, restores, and manages wetlands and associated habitats for North America's
waterfowl. These habitats also benefit other wildlife and people
Thanks to decades of abiding by that single mission, Ducks Unlimited is now the world's largest and most
effective private waterfowl and wetlands conservation organization. DU is able to multilaterally deliver its
work through a series of partnerships with private individuals, landowners, agencies, scientific communities
and other entities.
Waterfowl conservation is facing important challenges as wetlands and other habitats are being degraded and
destroyed across the continent. Ducks Unlimited has a vision to reverse this trend.
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LTVBC Birding Adventure: Southeast Arizona
May 22 – 29, 2020

May 22 – Going - United 9:59 am Houston, TX, US (IAH)
Arriving 10:47 am Tucson, AZ, US (TUS)
FLIGHT UA 2278
Number of stops- Nonstop
Houston, TX, US (IAH)
Tucson, AZ, US (TUS)
Duration2h 48m total

Tentative Itinerary
Day 1 –May 22 – Travel Day – Houston – Tucson
Madera Canyon owling, night in Green Valley
Day 2 –May 23 – Tubac area, California Gulch/Warsaw Canyou, night in Green Valley
Day 3 –May 24 – Patagonia area, night in Hereford
Day 4- May 25 – Hereford/Sierra Vista area, night in Hereford
Day 5- May 26 – Drive to Portal, owling in Portal, night in Portal
Day 6- May 27 – Chiricahua Mountains, Portal area, night in Portal
Day7- May 28 – Bird our way back to Tucson, night in Tucson
Day 8- May 29 – Travel Day – Tucson - Houston

May 29 – Returning – Departing 1:00 pm Tucson, AZ, US (TUS)
Arriving 5:20 pm Houston, TX, US (IAH)
FLIGHT UA 2159
Number of stops- Nonstop
Tucson, AZ, US (TUS)
Houston, TX, US (IAH)
Duration 2h 20m total

Please let us know as soon as possible if you are interested in this trip. We plan to finalize the
itinerary by January 31, 2020.

2019-20 Field Trip Schedule
Date
Location
Saturday, January 11, 2020 Cattail Marsh, Beaumont
Laredo Birding Festival
Saturday, February 15, 2020 Anahuac NWR
Saturday, March 14, 2020 Brazoria Bend State Park
Saturday, April 18, 2020 High Island, Bolivar, Anahuac
Saturday, April 25, 2020 Sabine Woods
Saturday, May 16, 2020 Big Thicket, Roy Larson Sandyland
Friday, May 22, 2020 Head for Arizona
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Consider this new year’s resolution…...eBird more!
Find more birds
• Keep track of your bird lists, photos, and sounds
• Explore latest sightings from around the world
• Join the world’s largest birding community
• Contribute to science and conservation

eBird began with a simple idea—that every birdwatcher has unique knowledge and
experience. Our goal is to gather this information in the form of checklists of birds, archive it,
and freely share it to power new data-driven approaches to science, conservation and
education. At the same time, we develop tools that make birding more rewarding. From being
able to manage lists, photos and audio recordings, to seeing real-time maps of species
distribution, to alerts that let you know when species have been seen, we strive to provide the
most current and useful information to the birding community.
eBird is the world’s largest biodiversity-related citizen science project, with more than 100
million bird sightings contributed each year by eBirders around the world. A collaborative
enterprise with hundreds of partner organizations, thousands of regional experts, and hundreds
of thousands of users, eBird is managed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
eBird data document bird distribution, abundance, habitat use, and trends through checklist
data collected within a simple, scientific framework. Birders enter when, where, and how they
went birding, and then fill out a checklist of all the birds seen and heard during the outing.
eBird’s free mobile app allows offline data collection anywhere in the world, and the website
provides many ways to explore and summarize your data and other observations from the
global eBird community.

Click to
Get Started
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LTVBC has Duck Stamps

Officially called the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp, these stamps help
conserve habitat for birds. The bird club is allowed sell them to you at face value plus a handling fee.
We're going to sell them at face value which is $25. We will not sell them by mail, you must
buy it in person. If you want a key chain to display it in, we have those too. The blank key chain
will be $2.00. The stamps and key chains will be available at our next few meetings. Cash
or check to LTVBC, please.

Shelli

Learn more about Duck Stamps at
https://www.fws.gov/birds/get-involved/duck-stamp/duck-stamp-dollars-at-work.php

The Kestrel by Joe Hall
On a CBC trip to Bun’s Beach, after a multi-mile day walking and birding I sat
down for a rest as the more intrepid of the party continued west along the levee
and crashed a Ruddy Duck convention of two hundred individuals cavorting in
the lagoon on the north side of the levee. This was a regrettable missed
opportunity on my part, which spoiled an otherwise pleasant encounter with
an American Kestrel which had kept me company as I rested. We had seen the Kestrel on the walk in
so this was not an additional bird for the day’s list, but I got an excellent look as the bird
alternatively perched on a wire and hovered above me as it scanned the levee using the strong south
wind to remain in one place to look for dinner. The bird’s narrow falcon wings were put to use to
soar and tack, rarely flapping to maintain position just above the levee with its head in the wind.
People have a tendency to anthropomorphize animals and I’m guilty of that nonsense occasionally
but I could not help but think of that bird as “doughty”—which is defined as “brave and persistent”
which seemed appropriate as this bird had most likely journeyed across a whole continent to spend
the winter in South East Texas. The bird’s persistence in maintaining its position over the levee in
the face of a strong wind was also “doughty”. So although I missed out on a look at more Ruddy
Ducks than I’ve seen in my entire life, I did get the memory of a “doughty” Kestrel hovering above
the shore of Lake Anahuac.
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LTVBC January Field Trip
Saturday, Jan 11, 2020

Cattail Marsh, Beaumont

4233 Babe Zaharias Drive,
Beaumont, TX 77705
Bring spotting scopes, mosquito repellant,
water, and lunch.
This trip will involve walking trails. If you don’t want to walk the trails, you can sit on the boardwalk
and enjoy the birds till we return.
Cattail Marsh includes 900 acres of wetlands and offers a variety of recreational activities with a new
boardwalk and more than eight miles of gravel levee roads for jogging, hiking, biking, horseback
riding, bird watching and wildlife photography along the banks of Hildebrandt Bayou and Willow
Marsh Bayou.
Cattail Marsh is a wildlife refuge for a variety of aquatic mammals and more than 250 species of
birds annually, including: pelicans, egrets, roseate spoonbills, ducks, ibis, doves and red-winged
blackbirds.

Meet at the parking
lot at 7:30 AM.
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Cattail Marsh Wetlands
Education Center
Opened in October 2019

The Wetlands Education Center is the newest development at Cattail Marsh. The education center
overlooks the Cattail Marsh Boardwalk and offers spectacular views of birds and wildlife from its
elevated wrap-around porch and classroom. The upstairs classroom features versatile roll up doors
and a handicapped accessible lift. Growing the area’s nature tourism offerings and attracting more
visitor spending from bird watchers has been a top focus of the Beaumont Convention and Visitors
Bureau for several years. The Magnolia Garden Club’s latest addition to the popular birding hot spot
will help the initiative even more.

The Cattail Marsh Wetlands provide a habitat for a stunning diverse amount of birds, reptiles,
mammals, amphibians and plants. More than 370 of the 642 bird species in Texas can be found
within a 45-mile radius of Beaumont with Cattail Marsh accounting for around 250 bird species
alone.
The Magnolia Garden Club, The Golden Triangle Audubon Society and City of Beaumont contributed
greatly to the Cattail Marsh Wetlands Education Center and the vision to make nature tourism a
priority.

2019-2020 Meeting Schedule
Meetings - Second Thursday at 6:30 pm
Thursday, January 9, 2020
Friday, 2/7/2020 to Sunday, 2/8/2020
Thursday, February, 13, 2020
Thursday, March 12, 2020
No Thursday Meeting in April
Saturday, April 25, 2020
NoThursday Meeting in May

Ducks Unlimited
LTVBC Weekend Trip
Conservation
Chris Holmes, Houston Zoo
Native Plants for Birds
Native Plant Society

Great Backyard Bird Count

LTVBC Big Day
Global Big Day
Picnic - Date TBD

LOWER TRINITY VALLEY BIRD CLUB
Membership Information
Check us out on Facebook!

Would you like to get your

https://www.facebook.com/groups/98618981435/
Name___________________________________

newsletter by email?
Let us know at:
geholmes52@gmail.com

Address_________________________________

City_______________ State___ Zip__________

You’ll get full color pictures and live links.
_____New Member _____Renewing Member

It’s time to pay
2020 club dues.
Please make
checks payable to
LTVBC.

____Student Membership

$10.00

_____Donation

____Individual Membership

$20.00

_____Donation to D. Dauphin Memorial Fund

____Family Membership

$35.00

____Sponsor Membership

$50.00

Lower Trinity Valley Bird Club
P.O. Box 6051
Liberty, TX 77575

$_________________

$_________________
_____Update my information
Send newsletter by ___email or ___mail

