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It’s time to pay your club 

dues for the 2021 year. 

See last page for details. 

Meeting Information 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 

6:30 pm 

Virtual Meeting on Zoom 

Look for your email invitation. 

If you are not a club member, contact  
President Gary Holmes at 713-366-1722 or 
e-mail the club at 
lowertrinityvalleybirdclub@gmail.com  for 
meeting and field trip information. 

December Program 

LTVBC member, Carl Poldrack, will be speaking at 

our December virtual meeting. Carl is an experienced 

birder with an extensive life list of birds and countries 

birded. He has a long held interest in the natural world 

and nurtures and practices that interest as a certified 

Texas Master Naturalist in the Lower Trinity Basin 

Chapter. Carl has participated in Breeding Bird 

Surveys and relishes a bird count. 

Carl and Mindee, his wife of many years, took time in 

2019 to bird in Ecuador. He will be sharing about that 

experience.  
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The Lower Trinity Valley Bird Club met Thursday, November 12, 2020, at 6:45PM, via virtual meeting due to the COVID-19 Virus.  
There were thirteen members and two guests present.  Margo Taylor made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 10, 
2020, meeting as published in the November Wood Duck #250.  Shelli Ellerbe seconded, all agreed and the motion was approved. 

 
There was not a Treasurer’s Report. 

 
Old Business: 

• Reminder – Dues are due in January.  Please don’t forget to pay them. 

• 2018-2020 Officers (terms extended till January 1, 2021): 
President – Gary Holmes 
Vice-President – Vacant 
Secretary – Renie O’Connor 
Treasurer – Shelli Ellerbe 
Newsletter – Shelli Ellerbe 
Presentation Coordinators:  Stuart Marcus & Lisa Holmes 
Club Chronicler – Margo Taylor 

• Shelli Ellerbe, Margo Taylor and Lisa Holmes have been appointed to the nominating committee for new officers for 2020-
2022. 

• Duck Stamps 2020-2021 – Black Bellied Whistling Duck are available for purchase from Shelli Ellerbe.  Please contact Shelli if 
you are interested in buying the new duck stamp. 

• The LTVBC tentative adventure to Colorado (Prairie Chicken/Grouse Run) for 5-7 days in April may have to be cancelled due to 
the Virus.  We could have an extended trip to Garner/Concan to replace the Colorado trip.  We will have more discussion on 
these trips in future meetings. 

 
New Business: 

• 250th LTVBC Newsletter is wonderful.  Shelli did a great job and all who contributed are appreciated. 

• LTVBC is a partner in the Friends Environmental Education Program (FEEP).  The FOTRR and NFWF have agreed to a mutual 
termination of the project due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

• Great Birder Gift Ideas: 
 All the Birds of the World, Lynx Publication 

https://www.lynxeds.com/product/all-the-birds-of-the-world/ 

Birding Monocular:  https://www.worldbirds.org/birding-monocular/ 

• Donations to Asa Wright Nature Center, Trinidad will be doubled till December 31, 2020. 

• November Field Trip will be on Saturday, November 21, 2020 to Sheldon Lake State Park. 
 
Bird Tales:  Terrie Ford has had Yellow-rumped Warblers and Eastern Bluebirds in her yard.  Gary Holmes saw a flock of about 

thirty Sandhill Cranes.  Paul Fagala has had a Golden Crown Kinglet and Hermit Thrushes in his yard.  Lisa Holmes has seen 
Rufus Hummingbirds and Phoebes around the house.  Bill Goloby had American Goldfinches show up today.  Bill also has 
two Red-breasted Nuthatches hanging around the feeder. 

 
Speaker Presentation:  Natalie Banks and Kelley Parker gave a great presentation of Sheldon Lake State Park.  They discussed the 
history, habitat and birds of the park. 
 
Since there was no more new or old business to discuss, Stuart Marcus made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Shelli Ellerbe 
seconded, all agreed and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Renie O’Connor, Secretary 

 

Meeting Minutes 

November 12, 2020 



President’s Report      

By Gary Holmes 

Hello Bird Club: 

 

Hope all are well. We continue to live with Covid-19 and its restrictions on our birding 

activities.   

 

1. We will not be having the LTVBC Christmas Nibbles this year. Our December 10, 2020 

meeting will be a virtual meeting with a great presentation from Carl and Mindee Poldrack 

concerning their exciting birding trip to Ecuador.   

2. The LTVBC was a partner in the Friends of Trinity River Refuge environmental education 

program, funded by a National Fish and Wildlife Federation Grant; however, due to Covid-

19 threats and restrictions the program has been mutually terminated. 

3. The uncertainty of the Covid-19 on the grouse viewing opportunities has left our plans for 

a Colorado - Chicken/ Grouse Run in limbo. 

 

We will vote for our new officers at the December 10 

meeting. The terms will run from Jan 2021 to Sept 2022. 

 

We have no scheduled LTVBC field trip this month - it is 

Christmas Bird Count Time! The local counts that we 

usually support are: Trinity River (TXTN), Old River (TXOR) 

and Houston [Baytown] (TXHO}.   The bird counts do not 

require expert birders – the key is to have more eyes in each 

group, so birds are not overlooked.  

 

I hope to see everyone at the December 10th virtual meeting and at one or more of the 

Christmas Bird Counts…  

          Gary 
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     2021-2022 LTVBC Officers  
                (nominated)  
President: Gary Holmes    
Vice-President: Stuart Marcus 
Secretary: Rene O'Connor   
Treasurer: Shelli Ellerbe  
Newsletter: Shelli Ellerbe  
Presentation Coordinators:  
    Stuart Marcus & Lisa Holmes 
Club Chronicler: Margo Taylor 
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Sue Davidson 
May 18, 1946 - September 24, 2020 

 
Sue Davison was a Charter Member of LTVBC. She was very 

active until Alzheimer's would no longer allow her. All who 

knew her loved her, and she loved them back. She never "met 

a stranger", and if she ever saw someone who was sitting by 

themself or that no one was talking to, she was going to go 

talk to them. She was a wonderful friend to everyone.  

I'm sure everyone has a "Sue story". She loved a good joke 

and kidded everyone. One thing that I remember, that was 

typical Sue, was on a birding trip down by a river. There was 

a porta potty. She saw Ray Milintz go in it. She could not pass 

up the chance to throw a rock and hit the side of it. She loved 

"skipping rocks and I dare say not many around were better 

than she was at it.  

Sue started volunteering for Houston Audubon in 1994 and 

continued for the next 20 years. She was one of the very first 

volunteers for Stuart Marcus on the Trinity River NWR. She 

was what my husband, James, describes as a “Professional 

Volunteer.” 

 

We all, as well as LTVBC, lost a special friend when 

Alzheimer's claimed her mind and body, but we can take solace in knowing that Sue is singing praises in 

Heaven and wearing her beautiful smile again. Alzheimer's has lost its hold on her forever! 

 

        Submitted by Barbara Tilton 
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Sheldon Lake State Park Field Trip 
Saturday, Nov 21. 2020 

 

We had a nice field trip to Sheldon Lake State Park 
which included several surprises! We observed 52 

species with a surprising variety of ducks- usually 
the lake is covered with American Coots. From the 
observation tower, we did see 1,000+ American 

Coots but also identified Wood Ducks- 9, 
Gadwalls -14, America Widgeons -11, 
Canvasbacks-5, Ring-necked Ducks- 35,  and 
Ruddy Ducks – 3. 

 

 
 
 

While walking the prairie boardwalk, we heard and saw a distant 
flock of Sandhill Cranes- 12. We visited a pull-off on Garrett 
Rd. and were surprised to find pink clusters of invasive Apple 

Snail eggs on the base of the cypress trees. Also, Lisa Holmes 
found a large empty Apple Snail shell. The final surprise of the 
day was Joe’s repulsion for Apple Snail eggs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Participants were Billie Brinkley, David 
Brinkley, Shelli Ellerbe, Lisa Holmes, Gary 
Holmes, Stuart Marcus, Marvin Masters and 
Joe Hall. 

Joe reported after the field trip that his repulsion of Apple snail eggs was justified. From his emails, “Apple 
snails host rat lungworm. Who’s paranoid now? Other health risks are associated with the pink egg masses- 
The hot pink color serves as a warning to alert potential predators that the eggs are toxic. The eggs contain a 
protein neurotoxin called PcPV2, which has been shown to be lethal to mice and it can cause irritation of the 
skin and eyes of humans. Destruction of the eggs should be done using an implement to knock egg masses into 
the water, where they are prevented from hatching. Skin exposed to apple snail eggs should be washed 
immediately.  
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Invasive Apple Snails 
from texasinvasives.org 

 
Apple snails (Pomacea maculata) can grow to up to six inches high—about the size of a 
baseball or human fist—although a size of approximately 1.5 inches is more common. The 
shell opening or aperture is large and oval or round and covered by a bony operculum with 
concentric rings that can be retracted into the aperture. Shell color varies from yellow to 
brownish black with or without dark spiral bands.  
 
Their presence is often first detected by observation of their bright pink egg masses, which 
are laid just above the water line on emergent vegetation, woody debris, and manmade 
structures. Remnants of these egg masses can remain long after the snails have hatched and 
fade to nearly white over time. 

 
Ecological Threat: Negative 
ecological effects of this 
invasive snail species include 
habitat degradation and 
competition with native 
snails. Apple snails are 
voracious herbivores and 
feed on a wide variety of 
both native and introduced 
submerged, floating, and 
emergent aquatic plants. 
These invasive snails 
reproduce prolifically and 
can attain high population 
density, decimating the 
aquatic vegetation. In 
addition to their harmful 
effects on existing habitat, 
herbivory by these snails can 
threaten the success of 
wetland restoration efforts. 
More about Apple Snails 
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2020-21 Tentative Meeting Schedule 

Meetings - Second Thursday at 6:30 Pm 

Day/Date Speakers Events 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 Birding Ecuador Virtual meeting 

Thursday, January 14, 2021 Purple Martins   

Spring Weekend Trip LTVBC Weekend Trip (Friday- Sunday) 

Thursday, February 11, 2021 TBD Great Backyard Bird Count 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 Spring Warblers   

NO Thursday meeting in April "LTVBC Big Day" 

May ? Global Big Day 

NO Thursday meeting in May Picnic - TBD 

2020-21 Tentative Fieldtrip Schedule 

Field trips - 3rd Saturday 

Day/Date Location 

Your Choice Christmas Bird Counts 

Saturday, January 16, 2021 Texas City Dike/Galveston/Bolivar 

Concan / Frio River (date TBD) 

Saturday, February 20, 2021 Anahuac NWR 

Saturday, March 20, 2021 Brazos Bend State Park 

Saturday, April 17, 2021 High Island, Bolivar, Anahuac 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 Sabine Woods 

Saturday, May 15, 2021 The Big Thicket/Roy Larson's 

Possible -LTVBC Adventure 2020 

Colorado - Chicken/ Grouse Run 

5- 7 days April -when the Grouse are booming 

Minnesota-Birding/ Loon Count 

5 to 7 days Last week in June- first week in July 
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LTVBC has Duck Stamps 

Officially called the Migratory Bird Hunting and 

Conservation Stamp, these stamps help conserve 

habitat for birds. The bird club is allowed sell them to 

you at face value plus a handling fee. We're going to sell 

them at face value which is $25. If you want a key 

chain to display it in, we have those, too. The blank key 

chain will be $2.00. The stamps and key chains will 

be available at our field trips or by contacting Shelli 

Ellerbe at 936-334-2874. Cash or check to LTVBC, 

please. 

      Learn more about Duck Stamps at 

https://www.fws.gov/birds/get-involved/duck-stamp/duck-stamp-dollars-at-work.php 

 

*Shipley et al. “Do birdwatchers buy the duck stamp?” Human Dimensions of Wildlife, 2018 

“Just 20 percent of the birders had purchased duck stamps within the past two years”. * 

Texas Christmas Bird Counts 

December 14, 2020 - January 5, 2021 

Details and dates for each count are organized in groups by their location. 
Houston and the Upper Texas Coast 
Coastal Bend 
Rio Grande Valley and South Texas 
Central Texas 
West Texas 
Panhandle 
North and East Texas 

 
All CBCs are FREE to all participants. The annual CBC report is an online publication and 
National Audubon relies on donations for funding. Introduce your children and grandchildren to 
CBCs. Many of the counts are kid-friendly. Check with the compiler for suitability and any 
special guidelines. 

 
The LTVBC supports the Following Counts 

 
Contact David Sarkozi for date 
Houston [Baytown] (TXHO) 
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This count includes the area around Baytown. All levels of experience are encouraged to 
participate! Area leaders please email your availability so we can plan accordingly. David Sarkozi 
is the compiler. Those wishing to participate should contact David (david@sarkozi.net). CBC 
Map by David Sarkozi 

 
Old River (TXOR): 12/27 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 
The count covers all points within 7.5 miles of Lake Charlotte. This is less than an hour's drive 
east of Houston. The count circle for this count centers in Lake Charlotte in Chambers Co. and 
takes in almost all of the Wallisville Project, all the way out to the far back in of Trinity Bay and 
north into the southern part on Liberty Co. Please contact count compiler Paul Fagala 
at covebirder@yahoo.com if you'd like to participate or have any questions. Co-compiler is David 
Hanson, DHanson139@aol.com. 

 
Trinity River (TXTN): 12/29 
Tuesday, December 29, 2020 
Areas to be counted include the Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge, Tarkington Prairie, and 
Gaylor Lake. We will meet at 7:00 AM at the corner of HWY 105 and FM 2518. This is about 3 
miles east of the old location at a new gas station with nice bathrooms. Some folks will bird the 
"bottoms" so be sure to bring a sack lunch, rubber knee boots and other appropriate outdoor 
clothing. Birdwatchers of all levels are welcome. If you have any questions you can contact Stuart 
Marcus at 936/334-4754 (new cell number) or stuart.marcus13@gmail.com. If you call and Stuart 
doesn't know your phone number, please leave a message (too many spams). Note that we must 
social distance and there will be no carpooling unless you come with somebody you already 
know. 



LOWER TRINITY VALLEY BIRD  CLUB 

Membership  Information 

It’s time to pay 

2020 club dues.  

Please make 

checks payable to 

LTVBC. 

_____New Member    _____Renewing Member 

_____Donation      $_________________  

_____Donation to D. Dauphin Memorial Fund     

     $_________________  

_____Update my information 

Send newsletter by ___email or ___mail 

Lower Trinity Valley Bird Club 

P.O. Box 6051 

Liberty, TX 77575  

 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________                 

City_______________ State___   Zip__________ 

E-mail___________________________________ 

____Student Membership  $10.00 

____Individual Membership  $20.00 

____Family Membership   $35.00 

____Sponsor Membership  $50.00 

Check us out on Facebook!  https://www.facebook.com/groups/98618981435/ 

Would you like to get your  

newsletter by email?  

Let us know at: 

geholmes52@gmail.com 

You’ll get full color pictures and live links. 


